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Footpaths, an Opportunity for Social Interaction

~Iohammad-Mehdi Mahmoudi, Ph.D

Abstract

Keywords

As automobile has been used in cities and towns, people
have begun suffering from many mental and emotional
problems, as well as numerous social disorders. The role of
pedestrians is unknown in today’s urban planning. This
ambiguity has confined the social interactions, and it has
resulted in intervention of urban activities. Therefore,
currently, urban planning shifts towards emphasizing on the
human role. The objective of this article is looking for a
framework and conceptual criteria for footpaths to provide
a platform for social interactions in a way that makes
interplay between human being and his/her urban area
feasible. This research reviews the theorists' ideas and also
analyses footpath examples in ancient cities, from the view
point of human understanding of urban spaces and effect of
people's presence in such spaces, so that it can study the
semantic and the physical criteria of a space that can provide
social relation and interaction. Adjusting these values to the
results of case studies, this article presents suggestions to
enrich the mentioned footpath with respect to human
understanding of space. Achieving desired semantic and
physical features such as: sense of security, mental peace,
and space dependency is provided, and human social
interactions will appear as a result.

Footpath, walking urban spaces, meaning of space, space
framework, social interactions.
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