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A Passage to Japan
Mohammad Mehdi Mahmoudi

Japan is an island country, lying off the
eastern coast of Asia in the western Pacific
Ocean. It consists of four main islands:
Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu.
It is separated from China by the China
Sea and from South Korea, North Korea,
and Russia by the Sea of Japan. The land
area is 377, 835 sq km. and the population
something less than 150.000.000. The capital
Is Tokyo. The official language is Japanese,
with religions such as Shinto, Buddhism,
and Christianity. The nation's economy, one
of the world's biggest, is based largely on
manufacturing and services, exports include
electronic and electrical equipment, motor
vehicles, chemicals, and iron and steel
products. The government's involvement
in banking results in unique cooperation
between the public and private sectors. It is
also one of the world’s principal seagoing
nations, with an important marine fishing
industry. It is a constitutional monarchy with
two legislative houses; its chief of state is
the emperor, and the head of government is
the prime minister. In 1945 the U.S. dropped
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
further U.S. postwar occupation of Japan

led to a new democratic constitution in 1947.
In rebuilding Japan's ruined industrial plant,
new technologies were used in every major
industry. From the poverty it experienced
after the World War Il, Japan became one
of the wealthiest countries in the world. A
tremendous economic recovery due to hard
work, perseverance and true nationalism led
to a unique emergent nation full of potentials
and capacities in every field, and of course
in architecture identity and progressive
world technology. Japan has formidable
powers of economic expansions, outstanding
capabilities in organization, work, investment
and research, and a sense of accuracy and
precision in the production of manufactured
goods.

The Japanese culture is a pragmatic fusion
between tradition, metaphysical views, and
idealism, rationality based on moral national
principles, civiccommunal society, and original
adapted visions of progress. Civilization and
architecture are always foreseen within such
contexts of national moral integrity and truth,
leading to contemporary interpretations of
traditional forms and Japanese deep culture.
Tokyo

Tokyo is today the largest city in the developed
world. Tokyo is one of the few global cities
that, along with London, New York and some




few others, form part of a true transnational
system. It Is also an amazing capital of
contemporary architecture and constitutes
an exceptional urban phenomenon which
has undergone very rapid transformations.
The overall structure of the contemporary city
is probably the result of a multifaceted and
unique process of fusion between the ancient
structure and Western modern views.

Tokyo is one of the great architectural capitals,
an extraordinary capital of contemporary
architecture in the world. This quality comes
from building regulations, professional
institutions, a kind of liberalism, and the
respect of innovative design. As concerns the
environment the city’'s largest most imposing
structure, however, is actually its most
impressive urban structure and expressway
urban network which envelops the capital for
over 220 kilometers. Tokyo offers such an
impressive urban spectacle that even from a
visual point of view it may constitute the world's
most staggering cityscape. The city extends
as far as the eye can see and is in ceaseless
motion across its entire, boundless vastness.
Within more than 15 million inhabitants, you
can feel its noise, its power, its infinite vitality.
It is overwhelming, fascinating, even if the
vastness and the motion-mobility can give
sometimes frenetic aspects of inadequacies

in the landscape complexity. The image
reflects well some Western hegemony allied
with economic global trend and natural
development expansion within the general
Issues of ongoing expanding globalization.

Mohammed Mehdi Mahmoudi is a professor
of architecture, urbanism and landscape at
Tehran University, School of Architecture,
with extensive work experience in France,
Algeria, Japan and Iran.
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