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Dollat Il Residential Complex / Tehran
Rambod Eilkhani, Nashid Nabian

Ghasr-e Hamid Mosque / Bam
Afshin Ekhlaspour

Central Library / Isfahan
Mohammad Reza Ghanei

University of Medical Sciences School of Pharmacy / Yazd
Mohammad Reza Ghanei

Bagh-e Jannat House / Isfahan
Shervin Hosseini

Haftkhan Restaurant Complex / Shiraz
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Green Land Complex / Sadra New Town
Mehrdad Iravanian

Mohtasham Bazaar / Kashan
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Bandar Abbas Amphitheatre Hall / Bandar Abbas
Mohammad Reza Joudat

Embassy of the I.R. of Iran / Thbilisi
Iraj Kalantari

Kahrizak Residential Building / Kahrizak
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Ensieh Khamseh, Arash Nasiri

Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia / Tehran
Mohammad Mehdi Mahmoudi

Bagh-e Mehr Residential Building / Tehran
Mohammad Maijidi

Bam Community Center / Bam
Behrouz Mansouri

Al-Ghadir Mosque / Tehran
Jahanguir Mazloom Yazdi

Apartment Building No.1 / Mahallat
Ramin Mehdizadeh

Rafsanjan Sports Complex / Rafsanjan
Seyed Hadi Mirmiran

Embassy of the I.R. of Iran / Bangkok
Seyed Hadi Mirmiran
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Center
for the
Great Islamic
Encyclopedia

Tehran

In the early years of the 20" century, a group of Orientalists and Islamic scholars began the
edition and publication of The Encyclopedia of Islam. Despite these volumes having been the main
reference for Islamic studies up to this date, it came to be understood, in the years following the
final years of the series of publication in 1936, that a great deal of the published research did not
reflect recent studies. It was decided by Iranian scholars, constituting a scientific committee who
would oversee its creation, that more rigorous work would start on a new edition called The Great
Encyclopedia of Islam. Therefore, in 1984, The Center for The Great Encyclopedia of Islam was
founded in Tehran. The building complex housing this institution stretches over the hilly slopes of
Darabad in northern Tehran encompassing an area of 27,000 square meter. The complex consists of
two main wings, three stories each. The two structures are designed in such a way that the roof of
the lower building becomes the courtyard for the upper.

The main building covers an area of 21,000 square meter and houses libraries and archives with a
capacity for two million volumes of books and 12 halls that allow quiet spaces for scholars to carry
out work and research. The complex is designed with a concrete modular structure which ensures
a homogeneous pattern of load-bearing throughout the building. The use of traditional Iranian red
bricks on the outer skin has created an architecture with a warm aura that intensifies the aesthetic
qualities of the approach to its Islamic design. The site also holds at its heart a traditional Persian
garden which further emphasizes the introversion of the whole complex from its surroundings as a
symbol of self-reflection.

The site also offers diverse views both to the city and to the mountainous landscapes in the north,
providing a holistic space for researchers to ponder and continue their work. The general geometrical
layout is defined within central poles of interest all connected to each other through subtle interior
axial passages that provide a great sense of location in the different spaces. While the overall
atmosphere is quite reminiscent of traditional Iranian Islamic architecture, modern technological
devices and structural elements have created a successful contemporary environment.



Client : Seyyed Mohammad Kazem Mousavi

Bojnourdi
Architect : Mohammad Mehdi Mahmoudi

Structure Designer : A. A. Moleni

Location : Tehran
Site Area : 70,000 m?
Commission : 1989
Completion : 2004
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Mohammad Mehdi Mahmoudi bornin 1953,
graduated in architecture from the University of
U.PA. in Toulouse in 1982 with a D.PL.G degree.
After graduation, he served as assistant professor
at the University of Science and Technology in Oran
(Algeria) for six years. He later moved to Japan and
began his professional practice collaborating with
Atoji Consulting Engineers in Kyoto as designer
and project manager.

In 1989 he became a faculty member and professor
at Tehran University, Faculty of Fine Arts, and
founded his own firm Mahmoudi and Associates
which later was renamed as Herampey Consulting
Engineers and Architects.

Although he might be best-known for the design

of the Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia

in Tehran, some other of his important projects
include the restoration of the Kazerouni complex in
Bushehr and the design of the BM.0O. office building
in Tehran. All these projects were nominated and
selected for the Aga Khan Award for Architecture.
During his teaching and other activities in Tehran
University, he also served as board member of the
Center of Excellence in Architectural Technology,

as well as director of the Library and Document
Center of the Faculty of Fine Arts at Tehran
University

Along with being author of many publications

and membership of several national selection
juries, he has received a host of prizes in different
architecture competitions.
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3. view through the courtyard.
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7. The interior space of the main conference hall
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